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SUBJ: SINKING OF VESSELS IN THAMES ATTRIBUTED TO CIA IN 
PRESS REPORTS 

1. FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, MARINE AND TRANSPORT 
DIVISION (PENDLETON), CALLED EMBASSY AFTERNOON FEB. L4 

TO INFORM US HE HANDLING INQUIRIES ON REPORTS APPEARING 
IN MOST MAJOR UK PAPERS FEB. L4 REPEATING JACK ANDERSON 
ARTICLE FROM WASHINGTON POST ON SINKING OF TWO VESSELS 
IN THAMES RIVER IN 1964 AND 1968 AS RESULT OF CIA ACTIONS 
ONE VESSEL, AT LEAST, REPORTEDLY CARRYINQ MOTOR BUSES FOR 
CUBA; OTHER APPARENTLY TANKER WITH FUEL ON BOARD. 

2. PENDLETON TOLD US HE IN CONTACT WITH UK EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON ON REPORTS. ALSO TOLD US THAT BOTH VESSELS 
AT TIME OF COLLISIONS UNDER CONTROL OF PORT OF LONDON 
AUTHORITY PILOTS. IN ADDITION, PENDLETON POINTED OUT BOTH 
ACCIDENTS TOOK PLACE AT STONENESS POINT IN THAMES WHICH 
HE CHARACTERIZED AS ONE OF NARROWEST, MOST DANGEROUS 
PASSAGES IN RIVER. EACH INCIDENT ALSO OCCURRED IN THICK 
FOG. 

3. PENDLETON SUGGESTED PROBABILITY THAT ANYONE COULD 
HAVE ARRANGED FOR VESSELS TO MEET EACH OTHER AT POINT 
MENTIONED UNDER WEATHER CONDITIONS WHICH PREVAILED IN 
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CONCIEVEABLE. HE ALSO GAVE HIS UNOFFICIAL OPINION THAT 
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HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY 
PILOTS SUE ANDERSON FOR IMPUGNING THEIR PROFESSIONAL 
STANDARDS AND ABILITY. 

SPIERS 
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